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Celebrating the Life of 

Sunrise: January 1, 1961 - Sunset: September 19, 2025 

 

When I first saw you 

You had sparkles in your eyes  

Just like the stars at night high in the sky 

Miss you much 

Willie James Rivers 



Willie James Rivers was born on January 1,1961 to Dorothy Smith Rivers and 
Joe Rivers. Willie had 8 siblings and all of  them loved him. 
Gloria Rivers Joe Rivers III (Marjulia), Mary Porter (Oakley) deceased, 
MaeOmie Jarber (Douglas) Burnett Tommy Rivers, Tammy Lawson 
(Timothy), Dorothy Rivers and JoAnne Rivers (deceased). He also had nieces 
and nephews and cousins and uncles that loved him just as much. 
 
He graduated from Woodward High School. True bulldog. He worked with his 
dad since he was 4. Big Daddy would take him to get hamburgers to see how 
many he could eat and call him whimpey. 
 
After the service we got married in 1980;and then had a beautiful babygirl. He 
named her Evita Marie. His partner in crime.  
 
Before Willie passed he was baptized and accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior. 
He also had a soft spot for children two of  which he was a Godfather to. 
Friends with their Mom. A nurse spoke to me after he passed and all he could 
say was that Willie was gone a strong man. Yes he was 
 
In Willie transition from death to life he will join his Mother Dorothy 
Smith Rivers, Dad Joe Rivers Sr and sister JoAnne Rivers and nephew Burnett 
Tommy Rivers. 
 
Willie was loved by many missed by all. 

The Life of Willie James Rivers The Lord is My Shepherd 
The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.  

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:  

he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of                                  

righteousness for his name's sake. 

Yea ,though I walk through the valley of  the shadow of  death,                                 

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;                                                                     

thy rod and thy staff  they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of  mine enemies:                   

thou anoitest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of  my life:                           

and I will dwell in the house of  the Lord forever. 


